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ABSTRACT 

 

 

The purpose of this study was to investigate the effect of the first language 

discussion on reading comprehension. The study also aimed to explore the English 

learners’ personal opinions about the use of the first language in their own process of 

the reading comprehension. This study was carried out with 70 12th grade students at 

elementary English level (A1) at Phu Luong High School. This study adopted the 

quasi-experimental research design and the results were reflected through the pre-test 

and post-test. The results pointed out that the first language discussion had positive 

effectiveness on facilitating students’ English reading comprehension. It was 

recommended that teachers and students should be encouraged to use the first 

language discussion strategy in the reading comprehension.  
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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter presented the rationale, objectives, scope, significance and organization 

of this study. 

1.1 Rationale for the study 

Reading is considered as an active, constant process in which the reader 

concurrently constructs and extracts meaning through involvement and interaction 

with a text (RAND Reading Study Group, 2002). Reading comprehension happens 

when the reader integrates and extracts diverse information from the text and connects 

it with what is already known (Koda, 2005, p. 4). The reader combines the 

information taking from the text with their own background knowledge through 

assimilating what they read on memory (Graesser & Clark, 1985) as they look for 

constructing a dynamic and mental representation of text (Anderson & Pearson, 1984; 

Madden & Zwaan, 2004; Teng, 2009). These mental representations are constantly 

updated during and after reading. Tey are also the foundation which the reader 

depends on their comprehend and interpretation the text. The reader bases on 

background and linguistic knowledge to construct preliminary expectation about a 

rejected, confirmed or refined text (Goodman, 1970, p. 260) through the process of 

reading as they aim to form a mental, coherent representation of comprehended 

information (Kintsch, 1974; Van Dijk & Kitsch, 1983; Garrod & Sansford, 1990; 

Gernsbacher, 1990; Mackay and Mountford, 1979). 

Because the reader creates meaning by combining the incoming information 

of text with their existing knowledge (Kintsch, 1998), it is necessary that skilled 

readers interact efficiently between the incoming textual information and their 

background knowledge to form meaning. These researches have also recommended 

that the type of a text can play a role in the way that the reader interprets and 

comprehends a provided text including the types of prediction strategy that the reader 

selects at the beginning of the reading process to build initial inferences (Afflerbach, 

1990). The reader comprehends and processes texts in different way according to 

their specific textual genres, knowledge and expectation (Einstein, McDaniel, Owen, 
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& Coté, 1990; Geiger & Millis, 2004; Zwaan, 1994; Zwaan & Rapp, 2006). 

Collaboration through group discussion activity provides the readers with an 

optimal knowledge constructing environment (Bereiter & Scardamalia, 2003) 

through encouraging the readers to be active in the learning process (Farzaneh & 

Nejadansari, 2014). However, it is not much to know the extent of the first language 

use and the appropriate reasons for its use in reading discussion groups in the second 

reading classroom (Seng & Hashim, 2006, p. 29-30). 

The need to facilitate English reading comprehension effectively has become 

necessary for 12th grade students in Phu Luong high school in the recent years. The 

students were interested in the higher education and percentage of being getting 

accepted at graduation and post-graduation courses has raised with the result of more 

understanding and awareness which is important to develop for each 12th grade 

student. Every year, Phu Luong high school usually promote and invest education 

which has supplied better chances for students to get higher results and this played an 

important role in developing progress of Phu Luong high school.  

Nevertheless, it has been realized that after completing their pre-intermediate 

English level, students were unable to improve their English reading comprehension 

which prevented them from comprehending the reading materials successfully. The 

students became attractive towards memorization and they cared about keeping the 

knowledge in memory for the benefit of passing in exams without understanding its 

meaning and application. English textbooks which were used in educational system 

are written in English. Additionally, the book was impossible to satisfy the demand 

of the students and concepts of reading materials made it even more difficult for 

students to understand. The teachers who teach in Phu Luong high school expressed 

their concerns about the students’ ability in reading comprehension. It is required that 

the students are able to read and can improve better understanding with the teacher’s 

guidance. The shortage of the ability to facilitate the reading comprehension was very 

difficult for both the students and the teachers to complete the programme as 

schedule. Also, inability in comprehension resulted in a fear in the minds of the 

students. There was a necessary requirement to discover which strategy should be 


